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The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger 
State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, California 958] 4 

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger, 

As your state begins to implement the Low-Carbon Fuel Standard (L F ) in 20 II, I am deeply 
concerned that these well-intentioned regulations will have a negative impact on domestic clean energy 
production, particularly ethanol. 

Recent studies by the University of Nebraska have concluded ethanol reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions by 48-59 percent in comparison to gasoline. With new crop varieties and improved technology, 
emissions from the production of ethanol have substantially decreased. In fact, one ethanol plant here in 
Kansas has a significantly lower carbon footprint (Life Cycle Analysis) due to the technology they have 
implemented to capture the carbon and pipe it to Texas, where it is injected into the oil fields. 

There is no doubt ethanol is a low-carbon fuel. Therefore, it greatly troubles me that the 
regulations put in place by the California Air Resources Board (CARE) would exclude ethanol produced 
from corn or sorghum in the Midwest, using the unproven theory of "international indirect land use 
change." This theory states using corn for ethanol in the United States causes another producer 
somewhere in the world to make a production decision to grow crops on previously virgin soil, and 
counting the carbon emissions from that production against ethanol. This theory does not stand up to the 
currently available facts. Until such a theory is widely accepted, it should not be used to unfairly 
discriminate against a key component of our domestic energy supply. 

As you know, your state has the largest number of motor vehicles in America - more than 32 
million, and, therefore, also consumes the largest amount of fuel. If your state were to disallow the LIse of 
com- and sorghum-based ethanol, it would severely hamper further development of this clean, renewable, 
domestic fuel source. Ethanol can and should be an important component in reducing our dependence on 
imported oil, and moving toward a cleaner environment. However, this may not be possible jf CARB 
moves forward on implementing these regulations based on unproven scientific theory. I strongly urge 
you to instruct CARB to reconsider these regulations. 

Sincerely, 

Sam Brownback 
United States Senator 
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